
WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 2, 2012 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of the Washington County Commission was called to 
order by Chairman Alan D. Gardner at 4:00 p.m. on October 2, 2012, in the Commission 
Chambers, Washington County Administration Building, St. George, Utah.  Those in 
attendance were Chairman Alan D. Gardner, Commissioner James J. Eardley, 
Commissioner Dennis Drake, Washington County Administrator Dean J. Cox, Deputy 
County Attorney Eric Clarke, and Deputy County Clerk Doreen Bowers-Irons.   
 
Chairman Gardner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
AGENDA 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

The Consent Agenda is a means of expediting routine matters which come before the 
Commission for approval. The Consent Portion of the agenda is approved by one (1) non-
debatable motion.  If any Commissioner wishes to remove an item from the Consent 
Portion of the agenda, then that item becomes the first order of business on the Regular 
Agenda. 
 

• Consideration of Auditor-Approved Claims for Payment for September 19, 2012, 
through October 2, 2012  

• Consideration of Administrative Adjustments:  Personal Property (attached)  

• Consideration of Applications for Property Tax Abatement (2) 
 Brady and Janelle MacPherson, A/N 0504731; Marsha Navar, S/N SG-SCF-7-706  

• Consideration of Application for Settlement or Deferral of Privilege Taxes: 
 Preferred Parts/Art Jeffs, S/N HD-PTAX-31  

• Consideration of Approval of Memorandum of Agreement between Washington 
County, a Member of the Rural Public Lands County Council, and Robert K. 
Weidner, for 2013  

• Consideration of Approval of Contribution to State of Utah Indigent Defense 
Trust Funds for Fiscal Year 2013  

• Acknowledgment of Publishing:  Notice of Adoption of Ordinances 2012-1022-O 
and 2012-1023-O on Saturday, September 22, 2012  

 
Actions of the Washington County Planning Commission Meeting /None 

 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Approve the Consent Agenda with 

the Exception of the Applications for Property Tax Abatement Serial 

Numbers 0504731 and SG-SCF-7-706, which are Denied.  Motion 

seconded by Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, 

with Commissioners Gardner, Eardley, and Drake voting aye.  
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REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH / CAROL HOLLOWELL 

 

Volunteer Center Director Carol Hollowell presented Dorothy Blake, a Senior Companion 
Volunteer, as the Volunteer of the Month.  Dorothy has been a Senior Companion for one 
(1) year and has received praise from her clients for her invaluable assistance.  She works 
with Alzheimer’s clients at the Senior Center and also has six (6) other clients whom she 
helps individually. 
 

PRESENTATION:  WASHINGTON COUNTY WATER CONSERVANCY 

DISTRICT STATUS REPORT / RON THOMPSON 

 

Ron Thompson, General Manager of the Washington County Water Conservancy District 
(WCWCD), updated the Commission. As of September, the watershed is roughly average.  
If there is a plentiful winter season, Sand Hollow Reservoir, which is about eighty percent 
(80%) full, will be up to normal levels.  The WCWCD is upgrading the wastewater system 
in the Dammeron Valley area with new pumps and metering, and cleaning of the lines.  
 
The WCWCD is also working on a new Resource Management Plan, comprised of an 
advisory board that represents a broad cross-section of the community.     
 
Additionally, the firm of Hafen, Buckner, Everett & Graf has been retained by the 
WCWCD to perform a study of the effect of property taxes on the true cost of water for 
the citizens of Washington County.   
 

PURCHASE REQUESTS / MARK BLANCH 

 
   Regional Park, Equipment Cover Building ………………………...  $ 51,698.00 
 
 All purchases are budgeted, bonded, or paid for through grant funds. 

 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Approve the Purchase Request(s).  

Motion seconded by Commissioner Eardley and carried by 

unanimous vote, with Commissioners Gardner, Eardley, and Drake 

voting aye. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 2012-1024-O, AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING DOG LICENSING REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO REQUIRE AN 

IDENTIFICATION TAG BUT NOT A GOVERNMENT-ISSUED LICENSE OR 

TAG 
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Deputy Washington County Attorney Eric Clarke said that with this ordinance, the 
County would repeal the requirement that cat and dog owners must obtain a county-
issued license for their pets.   
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Eardley to Adopt Ordinance No. 2012-1024-

O, An Ordinance Amending Dog Licensing Requirements in Order to 

Require an Identification Tag But Not a Government-Issued License 

Or Tag.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Drake and carried by 

unanimous vote, with Commissioners Gardner, Eardley, and Drake 

voting aye. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2012-1668, A RESOLUTION 

NOMINATING A MEMBER TO THE STATE OF UTAH 911 COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman Gardner said that Mr. Peter Kuhlmann is the County’s Emergency Services 
Director and therefore the logical choice to be appointed to the State of Utah 911 
Committee. 
 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Eardley to Adopt Resolution No. R-2012-

1668, A Resolution Nominating Peter Kuhlmann to the State of Utah 

911 Committee.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Drake and 

carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Gardner, Eardley, 

and Drake voting aye. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2012-1669, A RESOLUTION 

ESTABLISHING AND APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE WASHINGTON 

COUNTY CONSTABLE NOMINATING COMMISSION 

 

County Administrator Dean Cox explained that the State recently changed the 
requirements for length of service of constables from two (2) year terms to four (4) year 
terms.  Washington County’s constables’ terms of office are scheduled to expire in 
December, and as the State now requires a Nominating Commission make 
recommendations to the Commission for filling those positions. The Nominating 
Commission must include a judge, and Judge Whitlock has agreed to serve on that board.  
A citizen-at-large must also be chosen, and Mr. David L. Patterson, a former Deputy 
Washington County Attorney, has agreed to be appointed.  A currently-serving County 
Commissioner, Deputy County Attorney, and the Washington County Sheriff must also 
be appointed.  This resolution provides for the formation of that Nominating Commission 
to advertise, study qualifications, and make recommendations to the County Commission 
for filling those positions. 
 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Adopt Resolution No. R-2012-

1669, a Resolution Establishing and Appointing Members to the 
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Washington County Constable Nominating Commission. Motion 

seconded by Commissioner Eardley and carried by unanimous vote, 

with Commissioners Gardner, Eardley, and Drake voting aye. 

 

COMMISSIONERS' REPORT 

 

No items were presented today. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS OR ROAD BUSINESS 

 

Washington County Public Works Director Ron Whitehead said that the City of Santa 
Clara has completed its emergency flow channel below the Lava Pond area.  Nothing has 
been heard from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in terms of 
funding, and a letter is being prepared to the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), requesting assistance in rebuilding the dam at that location.  The current NRCS 
project in Gunlock is underway, and he cautioned motorists to avoid that area.   
 
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING BUSINESS:  CONSIDERATION 

OF APPROVAL OF REVISION TO WASHINGTON COUNTY POLICY AND 

PROCEDURES MANUAL / ANTI-NEPOTISM AND EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE 

 

Mr. Cox said that the revision to the anti-nepotism policy tightens up and clarifies those 
guidelines by defining what a “relative” is and proscribes relatives from working in the 
same department.  Any exception to that rule must be approved specifically by the 
County Commission and be consistent with what is allowed under State statute.   
 
The second policy deals with employee discipline for certain infractions, as refined by 
Deputy County Attorney Michele Mitchell.   
 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Drake to Approve the Revisions to 

Washington County Policy and Procedures Manual: Anti-Nepotism 

and Employee Discipline. Motion seconded by Commissioner Eardley 

and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Gardner, 

Eardley, and Drake voting aye. 

 
Mr. Cox further advised that the County is currently involved in refinancing certain 
general obligation bonds which stem from the original construction of Purgatory 
Correctional Facility in 1998. Those bonds were refinanced in 2004 because interest rates 
fell.  Rates at this moment, however, are at historic lows, and refinancing again will result 
in significant savings for taxpayers. The refunding balance will be three million, one-
hundred and twenty thousand dollars ($3,120,000).   
 

Request A Closed Session 
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None. 
 

 

 
 
There being nothing further to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned 
at 4:37 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ______________________________ 
DOREEN BOWERS-IRONS    ALAN D. GARDNER 
DEPUTY CLERK     CHAIRMAN 


